
-Celebrating-
The theme of this 

Advent calendar is 'celebrating'. 
The definition of the verb 

to celebrate is: 'to observe or 
commemorate a memorable time 

with ceremonies or festivities'. 
Celebrating can be about big or small
events. What do you celebrate today?

**
I will  

give thanks to
you, Lord, 

with all my heart.
Psalms 9:1

1 december



CC
Yet 

I will rejoice 
in the Lord, 

I will be joyful 
in God my Savior.

Habakuk 3:18

-Exult-
To feel or show triumphant elation 

of jubilation, a great happiness 
is how exulting is described. 

This Bible verse is about exulting through
any setback. For whatever happens, 

we know that our God is with us 
everywhere and always! 

Choose a moment today to 'exult' in God
because He wants to 

be there for you, always!
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-Hope-
Just one month, and then 

this year will be over. 
What do you hope for next year? 

Maybe there are nice things ahead, but
maybe you are dealing with setbacks.

This Bible verse speaks about a hope that
will last, in good times and in bad times:

The hope that one day we will 
be together with Jesus. 

May this be your hope and joy 
for the coming year!
OO

Be joyful 
in hope,

patient in
 affliction,

faithful in prayer.
Romans 12:12

3  december



MM
When times are good, be happy; 

but when times are bad, 
consider this: God has made 

the one as well as the other.
Therefore, no one can discover

anything about their future.
Ecclesiastes 7:14

-Enjoy-
Enjoy and celebrate the 
moments that go well! 

You don't know what will be in the
future, so be happy with all the

blessings you are receiving now. 
What is easier for you: 

dwelling on the highs or on the lows?
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-Rejoice-
To rejoice is to experience 

great joy or delight. 
Today is another day that 

the Lord gives us. Don’t think back on 
 yesterday or worry about tomorrow. You

live today: Rejoice in today! 
What are you happy about today?

EE
This is the day 

the Lord 
has made; 

let us rejoice today 
and be glad!
Psalms 118:24
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-Sharing-
The month of December is a month 

of sharing, of being together, 
of celebrating. 

On the other hand, for some people it is
also a month of loneliness and loss. 
Who can you pay extra attention to 

in order to celebrate, share 
and be happy together?

**
Go and enjoy choice food

 and sweet drinks, and send some to
those who  have nothing prepared. 
This day is holy to our Lord. 

Do not grieve, for the joy 
of the Lord is your strength.

Nehemiah 8:10

6 december



-Repentance-
Changing your mind, going 

back to the right path. 
When we go back to that right path,

heaven is celebrating! 
Do you dare to ask God today if He wants
to show you if you are on the right path?

And that He will show you if there are
areas in your life where 

you need to repent?
CC

I tell you that there will be
more rejoicing in heaven 

over one sinner 
who repents than over 

ninety-nine righteous persons
who do not need to repent

Luke 15:7
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-Rebirth-
From death in our iniquities to life 

in our relationship with God. 
That is what God promises us. 

If we repent / turn away from the world and
turn to Jesus, we may come as we are. 

If we believe in the finished work of Jesus on
the cross, we may come home to God the

Father by grace. He waits with open arms.
There is a feast in heaven when a sinner
repents. Pray today for the people who 

do not know God yet and ask God to send 
someone on your path with whom you 

can share this joyous news.
EE

Let's have a feast 
and celebrate. 

For this son of mine 
was dead and is alive again; 

he was lost and is found. 
So they began to celebrate.

Luke 15:24
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-Hopeless-
The hope of a wicked, godless person

comes to nothing. 
Can you imagine this? Living without
hope? No hope for a beautiful future? 

This seems so difficult to me! Are there
people around you who you think of when

you think of a life without hope? 
Who in particular do you wish the joy and

hope of living with God for? 
Pray for this person today and I hope you

will find ways to talk about that hope!
LL

The prospect 
of the righteous is joy, 

but the hopes 
of the wicked 

come to nothing.
Proverbs 10:28
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-Eternity-
I find this a concept that is 

difficult to grasp: Something that 
will exist forever and always. 

God deserves all thankfulness, the honor,
the praise and the power, forever 

and ever! And although it sometimes
seems so far away, eternity, on the other
hand, is very close. For if we choose for a

life with God now,  we also choose for
eternity with Him! Let us celebrate this

today; that prospect of eternity!
EE

 Then I heard every creature,
saying: To him who sits on 
the throne and to the Lamb 

be praise and honor 
and glory and power, 

for ever and ever. 
Amen ! 

 Revelation 5:13 en 14
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-Together-
Celebrating something yourself is okay,

but together it becomes a party! 
Praise God together, honor Him and

encourage each other. 
This Bible verse shows that coming

together can be beautifully combined with
a meal. You don't have to be a chef to

share your meal together and 
praise God together! 

Who can you invite to your table?
BB

Every day they continued to meet
together in the temple courts. 

They broke bread in their homes 
and ate together with glad and sincere

hearts, praising God and 
enjoying the favor of all the people. 

And the Lord added to
 their number daily those who 

were being saved. 
Acts 2:46 en 47
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-Suffering-
The more you deal with suffering, 

the more you can rejoice. 
What a contradiction... 

But God's promise is all the greater for
those dealing with suffering! 

And that is not to say that suffering is
okay, but hold on to the fact that even in

times of suffering there 
is rejoicing in Jesus!
RR

But rejoice inasmuch 
as you participate in the 

sufferings of Christ, 
so that you may be overjoyed 

when his glory 
is revealed.
1 Peter 4:13
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-Persevere-
Fix your eye on Jesus. 

As He endured suffering, 
He kept  in mind the joy and hope

 that were yet to come. 
What a lesson! Hold on!  

For what a feast it will be in heaven. 
What joy does He have in store for us!

AA
And let us run 
with perseverance 

the race marked out for us, 
fixing our eyes 

on Jesus, 
the pioneer and perfecter 

of faith. 
Hebrews 12:2
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-Unseen, yet visible-
It is sometimes quite difficult to explain
to someone who does not believe what 

we are basing our faith on. 
After all, we love without seeing God. 

Yet we can experience God. 
Even though we don't see Him literally,
He does show Himself in our hearts, in
the people around us, in nature, and in

His Word. Unseen, yet visible! 
In what ways have you seen God today?
TT

Though you have not seen him,
you love him; and even though
you do not see him now, you

believe in him and are 
filled with an inexpressible 

and glorious joy.
1 Peter 1:8
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-Longing-
Do you ever long for Jesus’ love, 

goodness, and presence as much as 
you can long for a drink? 

This is the special thing: if you are thirsty
for it, Jesus wants to 

give it to you. 
Give to you... full of grace! 
What a good and gracious 

Giver we have!

EE
On the last and greatest day 

of the festival, 
Jesus stood and said 

in a loud voice:
Let anyone who is thirsty 

come to me and drink
 John 7:37
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-Rebel-
What do you feel when you read this text?
The high priests were afraid of rebellion. 

Do you rebel when you see injustice? 
Do you have the courage? 

Ask God to help you let your light shine in
this dark world. Ask to be filled with

courage and strength. Ask to be brought
into situations in which you can choose to
shine your light. To rebel against injustice

and radiate the love and truth of Christ.

**
And they schemed to arrestJesus

secretly and kill him. 
But not during the festival,

they said,
or there may be a riot 

among the people
Matthew 26:4 en 5
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-Waver-
How secure do you feel at the moment?

Do you feel like you're standing firm 
or are you being shaken? 

I think we all experience the latter at
times. Know, however, that God wants to

hold you and that He will make 
sure you don't fall! 

He wants to walk beside you, no matter
what you are going through.
WW

I keep my eyes always 
on the Lord. 

With him at my right hand, 
I will not be shaken. 

Therefore my heart is glad 
and my tongue rejoices; my body

also will rest secure.
Psalms 16:8 en 9 
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-Thanksgiving-
We are quick  to forget the abundance 

of things God has given us. 
It is an infinitely long list. 

What did you pray for a while ago and
how was that answered? 

Thank and praise Him for that! 
Tip: Put a little note with your prayer 

in your Bible today.
II

Praise the Lord, 
my soul;

all my inmost being, 
praise his holy name

and forget not all his benefits
Psalms 103:2
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-Party-
The father in this story celebrates a party

because he is so happy that his son has
returned home. That's how happy God

will be when we (return) to Him. 
No matter how hard you run away, the
door to God is always open... And it will

be a feast if you decide to (re)turn to Him!
Where are you right now in your

relationship with God? Are you safe with
Him, or have you run away and is it time

to turn around and head back home?
TT

But we had to celebrate 
and be glad, because this brother 

of yours was dead 
and is alive again. 

He was lost and is found. 

Luke 15:32
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-Praise-
With the feast of unleavened bread, the

Israelites remembered the liberation
from Egypt. The Levites praised God for

that by making music. Every day! 
God had given them talent. God may have

given you musical talent as well. 
Praise God today, remember your

salvation, your liberation
and make music!

HH
The Israelites who where present

in Jerusalem celebrated the
festival for seven days with great
rejoicing, while the Levites and

priests praised the Lord every day
with resounding instruments

dedicated to the Lord
2 Chronicles 30:21
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-Fulfilled-
The Wise men were filled with deep joy.

Deep joy because they found Jesus. 
Maybe it was a clear, definging moment

in your life when you found Jesus. 
Maybe you got to know Him 

along the way. 
Either way, I wish you experience 

deep joy in Jesus!

**
They went on their way, 

and the star they had seen when it
rose went ahead of them until it

stopped over the place 
where the child was. 

When they saw the star, 
they were overjoyed.

Matthew 2:9 en 10
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-To the end-
Do you have family members you love

very much? Children or parents? 
How far would you like to go for them?
Would you want to give yourself to the

end? God loves us so much that He 
wants to go to the end for us.

Unbelievable that such a great, powerful
God does that for us. And yet it is true! 

That is something to celebrate!
MM

Jesus knew that the hour 
had come for him to leave his world 

and go to the Father. 
Having love his own who were in

the world, he loved them 
to the end.

John 13:1
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-Good news-
A Savior has been born! 

This good news of the coming Savior who
will forgive our sins must be heard 
all over the city! For it will fill the 

whole people with great  joy. 
Perhaps you have heard this news so

many times that you 
are no longer surprised. 

To whom in your neighborhood would you
like to bring this good news?
EE

The angel said to them:
Do not be afraid.

I bring you good news that will
cause great joy for all the people.
Today in the town of David a
Savior has been born to you; 
he is the Messiah, the Lord.

Luke 2:10 en 11
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-Praise-
Glory be to God in the Highest and peace

on earth to the people He loves! 
The angels sang this for the shepherds

and they themselves answered by seeking
Jesus and praising God as well. 

Like the shepherds, let us meet Jesus this
Christmas and praise God for everything

we see and hear from Him!

**
The shepherd returned,

glorifying and praising God 
for all the things they 

had heard and seen, which were
just as they had been told.

Luke 2:20

24 december


